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WHAT’S ON

ACTIVITIES AND CLUBS

Wednesday 

Thursday

Friday

Monday Dance Troupe 
Green Team  
Junior Band
Maths Tutorial
Production Crew

Tuesday Maths Tutorial
Percussion Ensemble
Philosophy and Ethics Club
String Ensemble

Cal Bruton Basketball Program
Choir and Karaoke
Maths Tutorial
The Reading Room

Dance Troupe
Guitar Ensemble
Maths Tutorial
Production Crew
Robots and Rocketry
Sustainability Club
Theology Club

Strategic Games Club

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

21 April –  1 July

20 July – 25 September

13 October – 11 December
11 December – Final attendance date 
for Years 7-9

2026 ACT SECONDARY STUDENT 
ATTENDANCE DATES

2026 PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

3 April 

4 April

5 April

6 April

25/27 April

1 June

Good Friday

Easter Saturday

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

ANZAC Day 

Reconcilliation Day (ACT only)

8 June

5 October

25 December

26 December

King's Birthday

Labour Day

Christmas Day

Boxing Day (observed on 28 December)



FROM THE PRINCIPAL

30 March 2026

Dear parents and carers,

As the term draws to a close I wish to extend Easter 
blessings to our families of Christian heritage and 
hope that it is a time of joy and peace for all families.

I also wish to convey my thanks and appreciation to 
our staff and students for the success of Term 1. The 
energy and enthusiasm of our students and the pro-
fessionalism and generosity of their teachers and our 
support staff are a tribute to our culture of excellence 
in learning and wellbeing at the College. 

Our Year 12 students were acknowledged and celebrated for their academic and community leadership of the 
College in 2025 at our recent Assembly. These young people are, along with their peers, on track to receive their 
Year 12 Senior Secondary Certificates and will graduate from the College in December to pursue university degrees, 
trade pathways and the workforce. Congratulations to each of our awardees and to all of Year 12 of whom we are 
very proud. 

At the same Assembly we commissioned our Student Council which is comprised of elected members from each 
year group. Congratulations to each of these students! 



FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Our recent Year 7, 2027 Information Evening was an outstanding success with over 1200 guests in attendance. The 
evening was the culmination of weeks of planning and preparation, including a revamped media campaign. The 
quality of the demonstrations and displays, and the energy of the event were a tribute to our staff and students. 
I especially wish to thank our student volunteers who led faculty, pastoral displays and tours of the College.  They 
represented the College in so many ways with such pride, confidence and dignity and were a credit to themselves 
and to their families.

Yours sincerely

Sandra Darley
College Principal

Thank you to our parents and carers for the trust and confidence you have in the College and for the support you 
provide for our boys and girls to succeed. 

I hope that our students and their families have a safe and restful break. 

Year 7 2027 Enrolment applications must be submitted 
by Friday, 29 May 2026



STUDENT VOICE

In this edition of Student Voice, we spoke to students involved in the Ping Pong Exhibition Match and 
the recent Year 9 Bake Sale, exploring the inspiration behind these events, their impact on the school 
community, and what they’ve taught those involved.

What inspired the idea for the exhibition match?

Seb: “A mix of ideas came together — Tom, Leo and Miss 
Muniti all contributed. We wanted to create something 
exciting for the school.”

Jack: “We wanted to try something new and build 
hype around an event. Ping pong was perfect because 
it’s something everyone can get involved in or enjoy 
watching.”

What was the goal of holding this event?

Seb: “The main goal was to bring the community 
together. It aligns with the school’s focus on 
strengthening each cohort and making everyone feel 
included.”

Jack: “It was about getting the school involved and 
building school spirit.”

Were you expecting this level of turnout?

Seb: “Not at all — we were very surprised. The morning 
announcements definitely helped bring attention to it.”

Jack: “We expected a good turnout, but it still exceeded 
expectations.”

Irin Irin Sports Captain - Jack Moyle 

What was your favourite moment of the match?

Seb: “Match point between me and Mr Potter — 
everything went silent, then the whole crowd erupted. 
Also, seeing everyone rush to watch the game was 
unreal.”

Jack: “The player walkouts. Everyone was cheering 
and it really built excitement before the match even 
started.”

What message would you give to students thinking 
about joining the tournament?

Seb: “Just give it a go and have fun. It’s very inclusive 
— there aren’t many physical barriers, and it’s a great 
way to get involved.”

Jack: “Start training — it’s going to be exciting. And 
there are prizes up for grabs too!”



STUDENT VOICE

Year 9 Bake Sale: Supporting the 
Community
Alongside the excitement of the tournament, the Year 
9 Bake Sale proved to be another major success, raising 
close to $900 for house charities.

What was the bake sale for?

Cruise: “It was to raise money for our house charities.”

Nicola: “We were supporting people in need. For Pindari, 
it was the Women’s Shelter.” 

What did you do to prepare for it?

Cruise: “We started about a week before. In pastoral, we 
handed out plates and students brought in homemade 
food. Each day was assigned to a different house.”

Nicola: “We made sure everyone was informed. Our 
Year 9 SRC created posters and promoted it, and we 
organised materials in advance.”

What were some challenges you 
experienced?

Cruise: “We ran out of napkins because so many people 
were buying food!”

What were the best-selling items?

Cruise: “Definitely the Krispy Kreme donuts.”

Nicola: “The rocky road — it sold out first.”

Did this experience teach you anything?

Cruise: “It helped me build confidence and develop 
people skills, especially handling money and interacting 
with others.”

Nicola: “I learned a lot about communication, pricing, 
and managing money.”

If you had to describe the bake sale in one 
word, what would it be?

Cruise: “Helpful.”

Nicola: “Fun.”

Was there anything you wanted to add?

Nicola: “Helping others benefits more than you might 
expect — it makes a real difference.”

Jigme Chophel
Communications Captain 2026



STUDENT SUCCESS

ZARA NICHOLSON
We are delighted to share that Zara has been selected in 
the U17s Australian Flag Football team, travelling to Los 
Angeles this June to compete on the international stage.
 She also got selected in the first round of a draft into a 
competition being held in Brisbane 16-17 May

This is a wonderful achievement and reflects Zara’s 
dedication, perseverance and commitment to her sport. 
Being selected to represent at this level is an outstanding 
accomplishment.

MATILDA JORDAN 
Congratulations to Matilda (Year 9) who has been selected 
to represent the ACT Junior Dragon Boating Team — an 
outstanding achievement that reflects her dedication, 
teamwork and commitment to excellence.

Matilda will compete on the Sunshine Coast this April, 
representing our region on the state stage. Opportunities 
like this demonstrate what is possible when passion, 
perseverance and courage come together.

We are incredibly proud of you, Matilda. The entire SFX 
community is cheering you on as you take on this exciting 

SCARLETT ROLFE
After only taking up hammer throwing in February this 
year, Scarlett has already made her mark — becoming the 
only ACT female 15-year-old to qualify in the event for the 
National Championships.

Competing at the Canberra Summer Series, she threw 
a personal best of 32m, a remarkable result in such 
a technical event and a testament to her hard work, 
courage and commitment to improvement.

Scarlett will now represent the ACT at Nationals in 
Brisbane (15–20 April) — an outstanding achievement so 
early in her journey.

We can’t wait to see what’s next. Go well, Scarlett 

ELSIE HAMILTON 
Congratulations to Elsie Hamilton Year 8 who was recently 
nominated for an Outstanding Achievement Award by 
School Sport ACT.

Elsie was shortlisted from a highly competitive field 
of nominations in recognition of her incredible 
performances on the national stage. Her nomination 
reflects her achievements at the 2025 Track and Field 
Nationals in Melbourne and Perth, as well as the Cross 
Country Nationals on the Gold Coast.



A DESTINTATION SCHOOL IN BELCONNEN

Hundreds of families experienced firsthand why St Francis Xavier College continues to be recognised as a destination 
school for secondary education in Canberra’s north.

Our Year 7 2027 Information Evening gave future students and their families the opportunity to explore the campus, 
meet our passionate teachers, and discover the wide range of academic, creative and vocational pathways available 
at SFX.

At SFX, every student is supported to discover their strengths, pursue their interests and become more.

Scan the QR Code to read the full story.

YEAR 7 2027 INFORMATION EVENING



EXCELLENCE. LEADERSHIP. PURPOSE.

At our College Assembly, we proudly recognised our Year 12 curriculum award recipients and commissioned our 
Student Representative Council leaders for 2026.

These students embody the values that define St Francis Xavier College — dedication to learning, commitment to 
growth, and a desire to make a meaningful contribution to our community.

From outstanding academic achievement to student leaders elected by their peers, today’s assembly celebrated the 
pursuit of excellence and the courage to lead.

Scan the QR code to read the full story and see the students shaping the future of SFX.

SCHOOL ASSEMBLY



AROUND THE COLLEGE

Our community came together to celebrate Harmony 
Day 2026, recognising the rich cultural diversity that 
makes St Francis Xavier College such a welcoming and 
vibrant place to learn and grow.

Students proudly wore orange ribbons in their hair 
and on their uniforms — the colour of Harmony Week, 
symbolising respect, inclusiveness and meaningful 
connection.  

Across the college, students marked their family 
heritage on our world map, a powerful reminder that 
while our journeys may begin in different parts of the 
world, we all belong here at SFX.

This year’s Harmony Week message, “Everyone 
Belongs,” encourages us to celebrate what makes each 
of us unique while embracing the shared values of 
understanding, kindness and unity.
  
At SFX, diversity is one of our greatest strengths. It 
shapes our perspectives, deepens our learning, and 
strengthens our community. No matter who you are or 
where you come from, you are welcomed, valued and 
supported to become more.
Because at SFX, belonging isn’t just celebrated — it’s 
lived every day.

HARMONY DAY

CARITAS FUNDRAISER BBQ
Leadership in action. 

Today our College Leaders stepped up to serve more than just lunch — they served our community. Hosting a 
lunchtime fundraising BBQ, they demonstrated initiative, generosity and a genuine commitment to helping others.

Funds raised will go towards Caritas Australia, supporting life-changing programs that empower vulnerable 
communities around the world. Every donation helps provide access to education, clean water, food security and 
opportunity — transforming lives in meaningful and lasting ways.

We are proud of the compassion and leadership shown by our students.



AROUND THE COLLEGE

A huge congratulations to our Year 12 students who hosted an epic ping pong exhibition match against their 
teachers — all in the lead-up to next term’s tournament!

The competition was fierce, the rallies were electric, and the atmosphere? Absolutely buzzing. 

Your leadership, initiative and incredible school pride turned this into a standout event, with a fantastic crowd of 
students cheering on every point. It’s safe to say… your peers loved every minute of the battle!

We can’t wait to see what next term’s tournament brings 

PING PONG MATCH

COLLEGE 3 ON 3 BASKETBALL
Huge shoutout to our SFX basketball teams who hit the court against schools from across the region.

Across all teams, we saw incredible effort, teamwork and determination, with students proudly representing SFX 
in every game. From fast breaks to strong defence, it was fantastic to see the skill, resilience and school spirit on 
display.

Win or lose, you showed what it means to compete with pride and support one another as a team. 
We’re proud of every player who stepped out there today—bring on the next game.



AROUND THE COLLEGE

Our talented budding actors and dedicated production crew recently came together for their first rehearsal and 
production meeting for this year’s school production. The energy, excitement and creativity in the room was 
incredible as students began the journey of bringing a true theatrical classic to life.

This year, St Francis Xavier College will present William Shakespeare’s beloved comedy Much Ado About 
Nothing. Over the coming months, our students will be learning their lines, developing their characters, refining 
their stagecraft and working behind the scenes to create something truly special.

From witty banter to dramatic moments and plenty of laughter, this production promises to be a fantastic 
showcase of the talent and dedication of our SFX students.

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING

YEAR 9 VOLUNTEERING
We are incredibly proud of SFX Year 9 students who volunteered their time at the St John's, St Thomas Aquinas and 
St Monica's school Fete's.  
 
On top of this they have also raised $857 from their bake sale. 

Your willingness to serve others, lend a hand, and be part of something bigger made a real difference—and 
contributed to what was a fantastic community event.

You represented SFX with kindness, generosity and spirit, and we couldn’t be prouder. Thank you for living out our 
values and showing what it truly means to serve others.



YEAR 7 HUMANITIES

Term 1 is always an exciting and important time as we get to know our new Year 7 students, and

this year’s cohort has made a very positive start to their secondary Humanities journey. Students

have arrived with enthusiasm, curiosity and a willingness to engage with new ideas, skills and ways

of thinking. It has also been a pleasure to welcome several new staff members to the Humanities

team, and I would like to acknowledge Mel Lenarcic, Lily Holloway, Izaac Green and Talia Howard,

who have settled in quickly and brought an energy, care and expertise to their classrooms and our

growing Humanities team.

Across Humanities and Social Sciences, students have been developing key historical skills as they

explore the deep time history of Australia alongside the study of ancient societies. Through

historical inquiry and source work, students have begun thinking like historians, asking questions,

analysing evidence and considering how the past is interpreted. Many students have

demonstrated strong engagement with discussions around Australia’s First Nations histories and

have shown growing confidence as they transition into their next unit on Ancient Rome.

A STRONG START IN YEAR 7 HUMANITIES

In English, students commenced the year with the Voices of Change unit, where they explore texts

that advocate for women’s empowerment. Through the study of persuasive speeches from our

past students have practiced analysing language and persuasive techniques, while also developing

their own ability to express ideas clearly and respectfully. It has been encouraging to see students

thoughtfully engaging with historical voices and making connections to contemporary discussions

about equality and social change.



YEAR 7 HUMANITIES CONTINUED

In Religious Education, students have been reflecting on what it means to belong to a community

through the unit Our History, Our Journey. By learning about the traditions, values and practices of

Catholic communities, including the life and legacy of St Francis Xavier, students have explored

how faith shapes identity and purpose. These lessons have also provided valuable opportunities for

students to reflect on their own transition into secondary school and the ways they are finding

connection and belonging within the wider school community through shared experiences and

College traditions.

Overall, Term 1 has been a strong foundation for the year ahead. We are proud of the way our Year 7

students have embraced new challenges, collaborated with their peers and begun developing the

skills and confidence that will support their learning across Humanities subjects and within the

broader College.

Dan Ewin
Head of Humanities



YEAR 7 STEM

The beginning of the school year has been an exciting time for our Year 7 STEM learners as they

have settled into their study of Mathematics and Science at High School.

In Mathematics, students have been revisiting and strengthening their understanding of Number,

building a strong foundation for the year ahead. Lessons have focused on whole number

operations, fractions and decimals, and problem-solving strategies, helping students develop

confidence in applying mathematical thinking to a variety of tasks. Through collaborative activities

and independent practice, students are learning to explain their reasoning and approach math

challenges with persistence and accuracy.

Sam Beattie
Head of STEM

YEAR 7 MATHS AND SCIENCE

In Science, the year has begun with an important emphasis on laboratory safety. Students have

learnt about safe behaviours in the lab, correct use of equipment, and how to follow safety

procedures to ensure a safe learning environment for all. This foundational science knowledge and

application of skill is essential as students begin hands-on investigations throughout the year.

Students have been introduced to the fundamentals of Chemistry, including an exploration of basic

laboratory equipment, making observations, and early ideas about matter and substances.

Practical activities have sparked curiosity and enthusiasm, allowing students to experience science

in an engaging and interactive way while developing key scientific skills. The lighting of Bunsen

Burners being a real highlight.

It has been wonderful to see our Year 7 students approach their Maths and Science learning with

curiosity, responsibility, and enthusiasm. We look forward to supporting their growth as they

continue to develop their skills and understanding throughout the year.



YEAR 10 SPORT AND RECREATION CAMP

From 23–25 March, our Year 10 Sport and Recreation students travelled to Broulee for an unforgettable camp filled 
with challenge, teamwork and independence. Set against the stunning South Coast backdrop, students embraced 
a range of outdoor activities including surfing, stand up paddle boarding (SUP) and kayaking, building confidence 
in the water while supporting one another to try new experiences.
 
Camp life extended well beyond the activities, with students camping in tents and taking responsibility for cooking 
and managing their own meals. This provided valuable opportunities to develop practical life skills, resilience and 
teamwork, all while strengthening friendships and creating lasting memories.

ADVENTURE, INDEPENDENCE AND OCEAN 
THRILLS

A very special thank you to the staff who generously volunteered their time to support this experience. We are 
deeply grateful to Cath Morgan, Chris Webster, Brendan Booysen and Max Schepisi, Tim Coggan and Michelle 
James who spent time away from their families. Opportunities like this simply would not be possible without the 
dedication and generosity of our staff.
 
The camp was a wonderful reminder that learning extends far beyond the classroom, helping our students grow in 
confidence, independence and connection with one another.



MEET THE TEACHER SERIES

What inspires someone to leave one career behind and step into the classroom?

For Will Charles, it was simple — a desire to give back to the community and help young people grow into the 
best version of themselves.

Now in his fourth year at St Francis Xavier College, Will teaches Digital Technologies and Design Technologies, 
where he encourages students to be curious, creative and — most importantly — not afraid to make mistakes.

Scan the QR code to watch the video and read Will’s story.

MEET THE TEACHER: WILL CHARLES

Meet the teacher who’s helping students find their voice.

At SFX, learning is about more than subjects — it’s about confidence, connection and growth.

Meet Kate Kitson, our passionate English and Spanish teacher, who’s empowering students to have a go, embrace 
progress, and see the world through new perspectives.

From powerful “aha” moments in the classroom to a belief that every student deserves to feel seen — Kate’s story 
is what SFX is all about.

Scan the QR code to watch the video and read Kate's story.

MEET THE TEACHER: KATE KITSON



NICHOLAS ARGANESE
ALUMNI SERIES

From SFX to the world stage

What started as short films for school assignments has turned into a global storytelling career.

One of our SFX alumni is now producing documentaries for Channel Nine, travelling the world covering the Olympic 
and Paralympic Games, and directing a powerful new film, The Long Run, set to air this June.

It’s a story of passion, creativity and the impact of teachers who say “yes” to big ideas.

At SFX, we don’t just educate — we help students discover what they love and give them the tools to pursue it.

Scan the QR code to read Nick's full story.

GRACE BRAYBON
From SFX graduate to the front line of emergency care 

Grace graduated from St Francis Xavier College in 2019, and her journey since has taken her from the Emergency 
Department at The Canberra Hospital to rural clinics in Timor-Leste — and now to Darwin, where she is beginning 
her career as a Graduate Paramedic with St John Ambulance NT.

Along the way she has cared for patients in some of their most vulnerable moments, worked in challenging 
environments with limited resources, and discovered that healthcare is as much about compassion and presence as 
it is about treatment.

Grace says the values she learned at SFX — curiosity, courage and stepping outside your comfort zone — continue to 
guide her today.

Her story is an inspiring reminder of where an SFX education can lead.

Scan the QR code to read Grace’s full story and see how one graduate is making a difference in the world.



ART EXCURSION TO THE NATIONAL GALLERY

Finding their voice through art
Yesterday, our Year 10 Art students were treated to an inspiring and thought-provoking session at the National 
Gallery.

Through rich discussions exploring First Nations artworks and the powerful role of art in activism, students gained 
valuable insight into how creativity can communicate identity, culture and social change. They also had the 
opportunity to experiment with their own portrait work, putting ideas into practice and developing their artistic 
voice.

Experiences like this are invaluable as our students continue to grow in confidence, curiosity and creativity, 
discovering how visual art can help them express who they are and what they stand for.

At SFX, we believe creativity empowers students to become more.

Find your people at SFX
From strategy and problem-solving to friendly 
competition, our Strategic Games Club is another way 
students can connect, challenge their thinking, and have 
fun together.

Whatever your interests or passions, there are so many 
ways to discover them at St Francis Xavier College.



NOTICES

Physiotherapy

Affordable, supervised care—right on campus.

At UC’s student-led physiotherapy clinic, final-year
students provide personalised one-on-one
treatments under the supervision of experienced
physiotherapists. We offer care for adults and
children aged 10 and up.

Ready to book or need more information? See
below for details - 

CLINIC

Our Physiotherapy services include the treatment of
a wide range of health issues, including:

sports injuries

sprains and strains

back and neck pain

Corner Ginninderra Drive and,
Allawoona Street, Bruce ACT

www.canberra.edu.au/health-clinics

02) 6201 5843

Student-led

arthritis

overuse and chronic injuries

post-surgical recovery and rehabilitation.



NOTICES

Connect 
with us today.
Call 1800 466 046
Email hello@omnia-inclusive.com.au
omnia-inclusive.com.au

Location Date & Time Duration Additional Cost

Week 1 (6 April - 10 April) Week 2 (13 April - 17 April)

Monday PUBLIC HOLIDAY Cooking Up Independance

Tuesday Employment Group Employment Group

Wednesday Barista Program Barista Program

Thursday Employment Group Employment Group

Friday Questacon Canberra Walk-In Aviary

Scan now
to register

Holiday Program
Join the fun these school holidays
We are open during the school holidays and run an inclusive holiday program with a different
activity scheduled each day. 

9:00-3:00 April School
Holidays

Varies by
activity 

SocialLife Skills Employment

Canberra
L3, 64 Northbourne Ave



NOTICES

Reconciliation Day 
Music Competition

Calling all ACT students 
in Years 7–12! 

Show off your singing and song writing skills for a chance 
to perform LIVE at the Reconciliation Day event!
Why Enter?

 > Build your confidence and 
performance skills

 > Connect with other young musicians

 > Winner performs on the 
Reconciliation Day stage

 > Receive mentoring from Gugan 
Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation

Key Dates
Entries Open: 2 March 2026

Entries Close: 27 April 2026

Open Mic / Finals Performance:  
Yunggabilli Open Mic  
28 May 5:30–7:00pm 
Tuggeranong Arts Centre

Event Performance:  
Reconciliation Day – 1 June 2026 
John Dunmore Lang Place, Parkes

Photo: Bowie - Winner of the 2025 Reconciliation Day music competition

For full details, eligibility info, and how to submit your music scan 
the QR code or search: “Reconciliation Day” www.act.gov.au

Reconciliation Day 
Poster Competition

Open to all ACT students in  
Years K–10

Students are invited to design a unique A4 poster 
inspired by the theme of reconciliation — expressing 
respect, connection, truth‑telling and shared 
understanding through art.
Why Enter?

 > Win $1,000 for your school

 > Your artwork could become a 
public mural

 > Winning posters printed on canvas 
for school display

 > Share your voice and creativity with 
the community

Key Dates
Entries Open: 2 March 2026

Entries Close: 1 May 2026

Who can enter?
All ACT students in Years K–10. Original 
student artwork only

Show us what reconciliation means to you!

For full details, eligibility info, and how to submit 
your poster scan the QR code or search 
“Reconciliation Day” www.act.gov.au



02 6258 1055 facebook.com/StFrancisXavierCollege

@sfxflorey

St Francis Xavier College ACT

school.office@sfx.act.edu.au

Barnard Circuit, Florey ACT 2615

PO Box 3248 BC, Belconnen ACT 2617




